
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
7 March 2020 
 

ATP AND WTA TO IMPLEMENT PRECAUTIONARY HEALTH 
MEASURES IN INDIAN WELLS AND MIAMI 
 
CITY – As the outbreak of COVID-19 continues to cause concern on a global scale, the ATP and WTA 
have jointly announced a series of precautionary health measures that will be implemented on-site at 
upcoming events including the BNP Paribas Open in Indian Wells, the Miami Open presented by Itaú and 
WTA’s Volvo Car Open in Charleston.    
 
Following medical advice by health experts, the precautionary measures, which are taken in the interest of 
the health and safety of players, staff, fans and the wider tennis community, are as follows: 
 
• Players and mascots will not hold hands when walking out on court 
• Ball kids will be provided with gloves to wear on court 
• Ball kids will not handle player towels during matches 
• Ball kids will not handle player drinks during matches 
• Players will be instructed to not distribute used towels, headbands, shirts, sweatbands, etc. to fans 
following matches or practice 
• Players will not accept pens, tennis balls or other items to hold for autograph signing   
 
“The health and safety of our players, fans, staff and tournament personnel is paramount and, as the 
outbreak of COVID-19 continues, these are common sense precautions for us to take,” said the ATP and 
WTA in a joint statement. “We continue to monitor this closely on a daily basis, working with our players 
and tournaments, as well as public health authorities as the situation evolves globally.” 
  
The precautionary health measures will be implemented across all WTA events and ATP Tour and ATP 
Challenger Tour events through the 2020 spring season, with a further review to follow. 
    
 
Contacts: 
ATP: Simon Higson (shigson@atptour.com) 
WTA: Amy Binder, (abinder@wtatennis.com) 
 
About The ATP 
The ATP is the governing body of the men's professional tennis circuits — the ATP Tour, the ATP 
Challenger Tour and the ATP Champions Tour. With 64 tournaments in 30 countries, the ATP Tour 
showcases the finest male athletes competing in the world’s most exciting venues. From Australia to 
Europe and the Americas to Asia, the stars of the 2020 ATP Tour will battle for prestigious titles and FedEx 
ATP Rankings points at ATP Masters 1000, 500 and 250 events, as well as Grand Slams (non-ATP 
events). The 2020 season launched in January with the inaugural ATP Cup in Australia and will culminate 
with only the world’s top 8 qualified singles players and doubles teams competing for the last title of the 
season at the Nitto ATP Finals in November. Held at The O2 in London, the event will officially crown the 
2020 ATP World No. 1. For more information, please visit www.ATPTour.com. 
 
About The WTA 
Founded by Billie Jean King in 1973 on the principle of equal opportunity for women in sports, the WTA is 
the global leader in women’s professional sport with more than 1,650 players representing 84 nations 
competing for a record $180 million in prize money. In 2019, the WTA was watched by a record-breaking 
global audience of 700 million. The 2020 WTA Tour includes 53 events and four Grand Slams, spanning 
across six continents and 28 countries and regions. The season culminates with the Shiseido WTA Finals 
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Shenzhen, offering a $14 million total prize purse and honoring the season’s top singles and doubles 
players. Further information on the WTA can be found at www.wtatennis.com. 
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