21 November 2010

News Release

ATP VOTES TO EXTEND OFF-SEASON TO SEVEN WEEKS
STARTING IN 2012
LONDON – The ATP has approved the extension of its off-season to seven weeks, starting in 2012, ATP
Executive Chairman and President Adam Helfant announced today.
The increased break, designed to allow players more time for rest and training between seasons, was
approved for the 2012 and 2013 ATP World Tour calendars by the ATP Board at its London meetings held
in conjunction with the Barclays ATP World Tour Finals.
“The length of the off-season is arguably the biggest issue confronting the sport of tennis, and it was the
responsibility of the ATP to find a way to address the problem,” Helfant said.
“I’m pleased to say there was broad consensus among our members that the players, and the sport as a
whole, needed a longer off-season, and that both the player and the tournament representatives on the
ATP Board found a way to come together and make meaningful progress for the sport.”
The changes were achieved by removing the free week between the BNP Paris Masters and the Barclays
ATP World Tour Finals and rescheduling four late-season events to dates earlier in the year. The players
will benefit from an additional two weeks off without the elimination of any tournaments on the ATP World
Tour.
“The health and wellbeing of our players is paramount. Preserving and extending their playing careers is
critical for the long-term good of the sport,” Helfant said.
Analysis by the ATP Medical Services Committee indicates that lengthening the off-season will help
players fully recover from injuries and improve their strength and fitness, which will have benefits
throughout the season and help increase the length of their careers.
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About the ATP
The ATP (Association of Tennis Professionals) is the governing body of the men's professional tennis
circuits - the ATP World Tour, the ATP Challenger Tour and the ATP Champions Tour. With 62
tournaments in 32 countries, the ATP World Tour showcases the finest male athletes competing in the
world’s most exciting venues. From Australia and Europe to Africa; from North and South America to Asia,
the stars of the ATP World Tour battle for prestigious titles at Grand Slams (non ATP members), ATP
World Tour Masters 1000, ATP World Tour 500 and ATP World Tour 250 events. At the end of the season
the world’s top 8 ranked singles players and top 8 doubles teams, based on their performance throughout
the year, will qualify to compete in the season’s climax - the Barclays ATP World Tour Finals. Held at The
O2 in London, the event determines the final South African Airways 2010 ATP Rankings. For more
information, please visit www.ATPWorldTour.com.

9 December, 2009
Page 2 of 2

