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ATP LAUNCHES “FINALS CLUB” IN HONOUR OF SEASON
FINALE’S PAST CHAMPIONS



Groups A and B in singles to be renamed in honour of Stan Smith and Ilie Nastase
Groups A and B in doubles to be renamed in honour of Ashe/Smith and Fleming/McEnroe

LONDON – The ATP launched a new initiative on Tuesday, aimed at celebrating the former champions of
the season-ending Barclays ATP World Tour Finals, as well as recognising all singles players and doubles
teams to have qualified for the Tour’s season-ending tournament since the inaugural event in Tokyo in
1970.
The Finals Club initiative will see many of the game’s former greats from the past 45 years return to the
season-ending tournament, where they will be able to reconnect with the sport, their peers, as well as the
world’s best players of today.
While players from subsequent decades will be celebrated in future years, the launch of the Finals Club
this year will be highlighted by the renaming of Groups A and B for both the singles and doubles in honour
of players that made an indelible mark on the tournament in the 1970s.
In singles:
- Group A will be renamed in honour of Stan Smith, winner of the inaugural tournament in Tokyo in
1970.
- Group B will be renamed in honour of Ilie Nastase, a four-time winner of the event from 1971-1973
and ‘75.
In doubles:
- Group A will be renamed Ashe/Smith, in honour of Arthur Ashe & Stan Smith, winners of the
inaugural tournament in Tokyo in 1970.
- Group B will be renamed Fleming/McEnroe, in honour of Peter Fleming & John McEnroe, seventime consecutive winners of the tournament.
“This tournament has such a rich and unique history, and the Finals Club will provide us with a great way to
celebrate that moving forward,” said Chris Kermode, ATP Executive Chairman & President. “Qualifying for
this tournament is an incredible achievement in itself. The Finals Club will keep our former players involved
with our season-ending event, and we look forward to welcoming players from the 1970s at The O2 this
year, as well as players from subsequent decades in years to come.”
For Smith, the chance to witness the world’s best at The O2 is something to relish. “I look forward to
returning to the season finale and to joining many of my fellow competitors from the 1970s in the gallery,”
said Smith. “As we marvel at the performances of the likes of Novak Djokovic, Andy Murray, Roger Federer
and Rafael Nadal, I will also reflect on the incredible growth of men’s professional tennis and reminisce
with rivals turned friends. I’ll forever remember winning the very first singles and doubles event in Tokyo in
1970, and I’m truly honoured that the ATP has chosen to celebrate its history by renaming the groups in
this way for 2015.”
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The singles and doubles draw ceremony for the Barclays ATP World Tour Finals will take place on
Thursday evening at City Hall in London.
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About the ATP
The ATP is the governing body of the men's professional tennis circuits - the ATP World Tour, the ATP
Challenger Tour and the ATP Champions Tour. With 62 tournaments in 32 countries, the ATP World Tour
showcases the finest male athletes competing in the world’s most exciting venues. From Australia to
Europe and the Americas to Asia, the stars of the 2015 ATP World Tour will battle for prestigious titles and
Emirates ATP Rankings points at ATP World Tour Masters 1000, 500 and 250 events, as well as Grand
Slams (non ATP events). At the end of the season only the world’s top 8 qualified singles players and
doubles teams will qualify to compete for the last title of the season at the Barclays ATP World Tour Finals.
Held at The O2 in London, the event will officially crown the 2015 ATP World Tour No.1 presented by
Emirates. For more information, please visit www.ATPWorldTour.com.

